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SECT ION 4

How It Learned: Training

🧠  THE BIG IDEA

A student who read a million books and memorised none — it kept the patterns (how
ideas connect), not the pages.

⚙️  HOW  IT  WORKS

Hide a word take real text, hide the next word.

Guess & nudge it guesses; wrong guesses nudge its dials toward right.

Repeat billions of times, until patterns sharpen into skill.

🌍  IN THE WILD

Grammar, facts, code, translation, tone — all
emerged from one goal: predict the next
token better.

⚠️  WATCH OUT

It doesn’t store the internet — there’s no
library to search. And its knowledge freezes
at a cutoff date.

👉  REMEMBER It learned patterns, not a library of facts.

LLMs Demystified — a companion cheat sheet. Yours to keep.


